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The trouble with being semi -retired is you lose track

of the passing of days. One day you are in the Lake
District, t he next youbdr e
Missouri, and the editor of this illustrious magazine

has to write your Gold Channel for you. Then, once

you do it make it home, you are bombarded with

new information and the need to attend meetings

and stuff. To all this you then add events such the
Genesis Book Club and | asitFi
Family Fun Day (more on that next month o Ed), and
you get a pleasant mix. Plus, training for my new
career and a 5 to 6 week contract of work. As of

time of writing | have now completed a whole 6 days

of work THIS YEAR.

Okies, back to Genesis, as we are all aware the new
Star Trek film is released into cinemas on the 9th
May, and being a somewhat slow -witted (at times)
ChairPerkin | only spotted this because | caught a
trailer while watching Live TV last night (I usually

only watch recorded stuff, and therefore whizz
through adverts at 30 -times speed) and so |
thought, #fACoolio, hope whoe

programme does something to mark it. Oh hang on
that would be me. Coolio, 6 hours of ST:TOS.
Sorted! 0.

Then reality hit (I hate it when it does that). Okay,

not just ST:TOS start to finish but Space Opera;
ships, explosions (yes, Matt, going BANG!) and
dodgy, tacky music. Could | get away with an
episode from each of the five Star Trek series? You
bet | could, Aby the power (g

misdirection and hoax
tos time to

So without any further
program build -up, i Bol
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S¢i Fi Club

The Doctor Who Prom is back for the 50th Anniversary this

year, on Saturday 14th July, at the Royal Albert Hall, and tickets
go on sale very soon. We have a list of people who have
expressed interest in going, so today is your final chance to put
your name on the list if you have not already done so. Tickets

The event was funded via Kickstarter, so a lot of people
already have advance tickets, but regular tickets have now

cost between A14 and A57 but wedl |l
price rangebd tickets. However, t
minutes, so we are not going to gu
get them.

Nine Worlds is a new convention which might be a tad

ambitious in its aims. According t
6gaming, film, cosplay, fandom, 1|i
culture, meeting people and having

GEEKFEST 20\ gone on sale. The convention takes place from 9 -11 August at
Heathrow, and you can find out more at nineworlds.co.uk.
Cinema Trips
Fil ms ng released over the next few months Wwh
> Star Trek Into Darkness >The Worl dés End (14th August)
> The Hobbit: Part 2 8 The Desolation Of Smaug (13th December)
MEETING DATES FOR 2013.....
Pub Book Club Main meeting Program/
Quiz
May / June 23rd May 25th May 2nd June Ross McNaughton
June 20th June 22nd June 30th June Antony Walls
July 18th July 20th July 28th July Steve Brice
August 15th August 17th August 25th August Mark Sinclair
September 12th September 14th September 22nd Paul Belsey
September
October 10th October 12th October 20th October Matthew Greet
October / 31st October 9th November 10th November Robert Green
November
December 5th December 7th December 15th December The Committee
Pub meetings are at the Queends College Arms on the

until further notice.



BLAKEO &INALLY
ON THE WAY BACK

Classic sci-fi series Blake's 7 is to be remade for the Syfy network, it has been
announced.

FremantleMedia International said 13 hour-
long episodes will be written by Heroes writer
Joe Pokaski.

It added, in a statement, that Casino Royale
and Goldeneye director Martin Campbell was
also on board.

The original series, which ran on the BBC
between 1978 and 1981, followed the exploits
of a group of renegades and convicted
criminals.

Roj Blake, played by Gareth Thomas, was a
political dissident, arrested, tried and
convicted on false charges by a brutal
totalitarian government, and then deported
from Earth to a prison planet. Stealing a
spaceship, Blake and his team conducted a
campaign against the ruling Terran
Federation.

Comparing Blake's 7 with Star Trek, The
Independent said in 1998: "No 'boldly going'
here: instead, we got the boot stamping on a
human face which George Orwell offered as a
vision of humanity's future in Nineteen Eighty-
Four."

At its peak, the series was
watched by 10 million
viewers and was sold to
40 countries. Blake's 7
merchandise including ¥
books, magazines,;,
annuals and toys were
also released, but for '
many years, the company
who held the rights to the . :
series consistently failed to make use of them.

However, the latest announcement is not the
first time a remake of Blake's 7 has been

attempted.

In 2003, a miniseries was shelved after actor
Paul Darrow - who played Kerr Avon in the
original show - left the project.

Later in 2008, Sky One announced it had
commissioned two 60-minute scripts for a
potential series but two years later said it had
decided not to proceed.

A radio adaptation, featuring This Life's
Daniela Nardini as villain Servalan, was made
in 2006, and more recently, Big Finish
Productions, under licence from rights-holders
Bl akeds 7 Enterpri sas
audio dramas and dramatic readings of new
stories, featuring the original cast, on CD and
MP3 download.

According to FremantleMedia, the new series
will be set in 2136 and will "tell the story of
seven criminals - six guilty and one innocent -
on their way to life on a prison colony in space,
who together wrestle freedom from
imprisonment”.

It continued: "They acquire an alien ship which
gives them a second
chance at life and
become the most
unlikely heroes of
their time".

Chief executive
officer David Ellender
said: "Blake's 7 was
. such a forward-
FoPISSY - thinking concept that
the show continues to have resonance with
audiences today."

Source: bbc.co.uk




APOLLO ROCKET ENGINES RECOVERED BY
BEZOS TEAM

Two long -lost engines from Apollo  -era rockets have been hauled from a depth of
more than 4km in the Atlantic Ocean.

The F-1 engines are from the first stage of Bezos wrote in a blog post from the ship
a Saturn V rocket, which were used Seabed Worker, now on its way back to
throughout the Apollo programme and Cape Canaveral.

some of which launched
men to the Moon.

"Each piece we bring on
deck conjures for me the
thousands of engineers
B who worked together back
then to do what for all
time had been thought
4 surely impossible."

A number of engines were
first found nearly a year
ago by Bezos Expeditions,
run by Amazon founder
Jeff Bezos. The two
recovered engines  will
now be restored and put
on public display.

#d Mr Bezos is a long -time
space enthusiast and also
leads Blue Origin, one of a
number of private
spaceflight firms aiming to drastically
reduce the costs of spaceflight.

The F-1 was a workhorse engine for the
US space agency NASA as the most
powerful  single -chamber liquid -fuelled

engine ever developed. Five F -1 engines ["We've seen an underwater wonderland -
sat at the bottom of the Saturn -V rockets | an incredible sculpture garden of twisted F

used throughout the -1 engines that tells
Apollo programme. the story of a fiery
and violent end, one

_ that serves testament
to the Apollo
program,” Mr Bezos
wrote in a blog post
from the ship Seabed

2 Worker, now on its
~way back to Cape
= Canaveral.

After three weeks at
sea, the Bezos
Expeditions team
recovered two such
engines using
remotely -operated
vehicles.

Because the engines' serial numbers are "Each piece we bring on deck conjures for
partially missing, it remains unclear which me the thousands of engineers who
Apollo mission they are from - that may |worked together back then to do what for
become clearer during restoration. all time had been thought surely
impossible."
Mr Bezos is a long -time space enthusiast
and also leads Blue Origin, one of a NASA administrator Charles Bolden
number of private spaceflight firms aiming released a statement congratulating the
to drastically reduce the costs of team, saying: "This is a historic find and |
spaceflight. congratulate the team for its
determination and perseverance in the
"We've seen an underwater wonderland - | recovery of these important artefacts of
an incredible sculpture garden of twisted F our first efforts to send humans beyond
-1 engines that tells the story of a fiery Earth orbit."

and violent end, one that serves
testament to the Apollo program,” Mr Source: bbc.co.uk




Is he half human? Did an exercise bike

Which incarnation fought in the Time War? Some, more or fewer
these questions may be answered in

DOCTOR WHO

cause him to regenerate?

T

For one night only in the middle of the
1990s, everyoneods favol
outed as being (shock -horror) half human 1
on his motherdés side.

This startling revelation, which smacked of
6 ma k ithe gDoctor -a-bit - like - Mr-Spock -for -

an-American -audi encebd has
revisited since the series was re -launched in
2005, even t hough t h

incarnation has long been firmly entrenched

in the 6canondé of the
used on novel covers, and in comics, a
continuing extensive range of audio stories,

and more importantly drawn on paper in
the 6Journal of I m(pluonsairs
Nature / The Family Of Blood) and in two
flashback sequences i
(The Next Doctor and The Eleventh Hour ).

q

n

According to Wikipedia, the spin -off novels
and audios have tried various methods to
explain this revelation, suggesting that the
Doctor retained some human DNA from his
time as Dr John Smith (in which the Doctor,
using bought technology, became
biologically human with a different persona
unaware of his Time Lord self) in the Virgin

New Adventures novel Human Nature
(although as that story has been re -made
for TV Featuring the Tenth incarnation |
think that explanation can now be
discounted). Or perhaps his origins
have become muddied by agents
manipulating his personal time
stream (the Eighth Doctor
Adventures  novel Unnatural
History ), hinting that it is only
the Eighth Doctor who is half
human, or that only his mother's
incarnation at the time of his birth
was human. Kate Orman's novel
The Room with No Doors  features

a time -travelling Victorian lady, Penelope
Gatet who Taternbeoksl. suchdas w a Snnatural
History and The Gallifrey Chronicles , hint
may be the Doctor's mother, but do not
elaborate on how this came to pass. In the
New Series Adventures novel The Deviant
Strain by Justin Richards, the Doctor
coroments thatehis BNA is "close" to that of
humans. In the IDW Comics story
eForgaiténa, Ithie Eighithu Doetor demarks that
he simply convinced the Master he was half
Hhaoman, "with rtothinghmore thhni &kwide e s s-
eyed expression, a couple of words, and a
half -broken Chameleon Arch." However, as
noted above, the canonical nature of the
nbvelg andTcbmias & sintertain. The idea of
a "half -human" Doctor is further discredited
by tthe 20086 deriesv finales e rJoumey's End
wherein the Doctor expresses dismay at his
"half -human" double, and explicitly states
that a human/Time Lord cross such as
Donna becomes in that story has never
existed before; events later in the episode
show the latter combination to be
inherently unstable. Furthermore, it was
heavily implied by Russell T. Davies that
"The Woman" in  The End of Time is
Doctor's mother, and she is clearly one of
the Time Lords with a vote on the Council.
Despite all this, the notion that the Doctor
is part human could certainly explain why
he has always held such a strong affinity
and protective nature towards the
human race.

The

the

However, not having read a

substantial number of Doctor Who

novels | think from my own point of

view, a more tangible, less

speculative explanation is required,

and this, for what
theory.




