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With the final bank holiday of the year apart from Christmas
bearing down on us (it’s tomorrow), it occurs that a scarily
large proportion of 2013 has now flown past and is heading for
Essex.
This being the case it is now time to do some
trumpeting for the cause of ArmadaCon, as is obligatory from
time to time in this oily rag of a newsletter.
This year is ArmadaCon’s 25th anniversary, so it’s a big year
for this small, friendly, fan-run event. ArmadaCon is a relaxed
and above all fun weekend, with only a hint of actual
organisation rearing it’s head from time to time and I urge you
to give it a go. It runs in Plymouth on 15th, 16th and 17th
November;
more
details
at
their
website,
www.armadacon.org.
On the subject of conventions, and looking a bit further ahead,
next August sees the return to Britain of WorldCon, which is
being held at the ExCel in London on 14th to 18th August 2014.
This is a world-wide event which doesn’t often take place on
these shores, and as it’s in relatively easy distance for a day
trip or possibly an extended stay, depending on your
preference, so now would be a good time to at least start
thinking about if you want to go, and on what day(s). More
details about the event at www.loncon3.org .
Next, thank you to Steve for last month’s timetable, with it’s
1970s theme, and quiz; this month the timetable is brought to
you by Mark Sinclair and the quiz by your esteemed
Chairperkin.
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A reminder that our discussion board on the website is open
for business; please direct any questions you may have
towards Matt, our web-master.
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Finally I would like to extend my congratulations to a Mr P
Capaldi on his recently gained new employment, which was
revealed to the nation amongst much (ahem) Who-hah and
cheering a few weeks ago, and wish the gentleman he is
replacing in the role, a Mr M Smith, all the next for his future
career.
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That’s all for now; enjoy the meeting.

PRus
(As relayed by The Ghost Writer In The Sky)

Club Events For Your Diary
ArmadaCon 25—15th, 16th and 17th November 2013 at
Future Inn, Plymouth.
This is ArmadaCon’s 25th Anniversary year; guests already
announced include Doctor Who make-up supervisor / guru Neil
Gorton, and the weekend will also feature the filming of the
ArmadaCon 25th anniversary short film.
Find out more at www.armadacon.org.
Cinema Trips
Films being released over the next few months which we may be going to see…
> The Hunger Games: Catching Fire (November)
> The Hobbit: Part 2—The Desolation Of Smaug (13th December)

MEETING DATES FOR 2013.....
Pub

Book Club

Main meeting

Program/
Quiz

September

12th September

14th September

22nd
September

Paul Belsey

October

10th October

12th October

20th October

Matthew Greet

October /
November

31st October

9th November

10th November

The Commitee

December

5th December

7th December

15th December

Robert Green

Pub meetings are at the Queen’s College Arms on the A340 between Basingstoke and Tadley
until further notice.
The Genesis Book Club is at South Ham Library, Basingstoke, on the dates listed above, from
10.00 am to mid-day.
The club’s on-line discussion board is open for business; you’ll find it at our website,
www.genesis-sf.org.uk

PETER CAPALDI
UNVEILED AS NEW
DOCTOR IN LIVE SHOW
As you may have noticed, not least from
this here magazine, is that we now know
the identity of the actor who will become
the Twelfth Doctor when Matt Smith leaves
Doctor Who at the end of this year.

some of the reasons for casting an older
actor.

Speaking about how many names were on
the shortlist this time around: “The list
went, ‘Peter Capaldi’ -- it was a very short
In a live show broadcast on BBC1 on list! Honestly, there was only one audition
Sunday 4th August, Scottish actor Peter this time… and it wasn’t an audition so
Capaldi was unveiled
much as… he came
as the new incumbent
round my house and
chosen to take the
we put him on video
show into it’s sixth
to see what he looked
decade, starting with
like as the Doctor and,
the eighth series since
gosh, he was terribly
the show returned, in
good!”
2014.
Asked if it was a
Capaldi, at 55, is a
conscious decision to
noticeably older actor
cast a much older
than
any
of
his
actor this time, he
i m m e d i a t e
replied:
“Not
predecessors, and is a
particularly. I mean,
full 25 years older
the apparent age of
than Matt Smith, but
the Doctor makes no
said when interviewed
narrative sense at all –
on the live show by
he’s been anything
host Zoe Ball that he’d been a fan for many from his 20s to his 70s. Obviously he
years.
In fact his Hartnell-esque ‘lapel doesn’t care, he just sort of picks a face off
gripping’ pose when he walked onto the t h e
rack
and
goes
w ith
it!
stage immediately endeared him to a large
number of fans.
“I think it’s good that we’ve got a different
age, just because I cannot imagine what
Capaldi said when interviewed in the somebody in their 20s would do with the
program: “Being asked to play The Doctor Doctor after Matt showed us all how to be a
is an amazing privilege. Like the Doctor 20s Doctor. I don’t know what you would
himself I find myself in a state of utter do after that, because he was so perfect.
terror and delight. I can’t wait to get You’d have to be an alternative or a
started.”
deliberate contradiction -- it wouldn’t work,
I don’t think. So it makes life easier, I
Steven Moffat, lead writer and executive suppose, that Peter is different. But that
producer said : “It’s an incendiary wasn’t the reason, the reason was… the
combination: one of the most talented Doctor was in the room and that’s it. You
actors of his generation is about to play the don’t argue with that!”
best part on television. Peter Capaldi is in
the TARDIS!”
Asked whether it was true that Peter was
considered to play the Eleventh Doctor: “He
In a later interview Moffat commented on did flick through my mind when we were

replacing David [Tennant] and it didn’t feel
right at all -- if you think about that, that
wouldn’t have been right, not then. But
there’s something about Matt’s Doctor that
paves the way for Peter’s Doctor somehow.
The important thing to remember about
the Doctor is that it is one character, going
through his life, played by a succession of
different actors. and you have to get to
that place each time. I can somehow
absolutely believe that the strange old/
young Matt Smith will turn into the strange
young/old
Peter
Capaldi.”

Doctor Who in 2008, playing Caecilius in
the episode “The Fires of Pompeii”.
Peter grew up in Glasgow and attended the
Glasgow School of Art, while studying
there he secured his first breakthrough
role in Local Hero (1983). He has also had
roles in Dangerous Liaisons, The Crow
Road, The Devil’s Whore and Torchwood:
Children of Earth.

It is his role as Government spin doctor
Malcolm Tucker in the BBC comedy series,
The Thick of It , that has earned Peter both
Responding to what sort of Doctor will international and award success. In 2010
Peter be: “Magnificent! The truth is, we he won the BAFTA Television Award for
don’t know. I’ve seen him do ‘Doctor-ish’ Best Male Performance in a Comedy Role
stuff and it’s worked. I’ve
and the BPG Best Actor
seen him deal with the
Award. In both 2010 and
technobabble, I’ve seen him
2012, Peter won the British
deal with the nonsense… I
Comedy Award for Best TV
wrote
scenes
[for
the
Comedy Actor. A film spin-off
audition]
that
were
from The Thick of It, entitled
deliberately impossible -In the Loop, was released in
de lib era te ly
imp o s s ib le
2009.
dialogue, just to see, ‘Can
you do the impossible, even
As well as appearing in front
without gunk being poured
of the camera, Capaldi is an
on you?’ and now we’re
award winning film maker. In
going to pour gunk on you,
1995, he won the Oscar for
and throw a lizard at you,
Best Short Film (Live Action)
and ask you to say all this
for Franz Kafka’s It’s a
stuff and explain the plot… So we don’t Wonderful Life. He also wrote Soft Top,
know [what he'll be like] yet, we’re going Hard Shoulder, which won the audience
to work on that. Matt developed hugely as award at the London Film Festival, and
he approached the part over the first few wrote and directed Strictly Sinatra. His
episodes and we’ll do the same with stage credits include Professor Marcus in
Peter.”
The Ladykillers at the Liverpool Playhouse,
which saw the play transfer to the Gielgud
Doctor Who companion, Jenna Coleman Theatre in London.
said “I’m so excited Peter Capaldi is the
man taking on the challenge of becoming 2013 has been a busy year for Peter who
the Twelfth Doctor. With Steven’s writing has been seen on screen in the film World
and his talent I know we’ll be making an War Z and in BBC Two drama series The
amazing
show
with
an
incredible Hour, for which he was BAFTA nominated.
incarnation of number 12. I can’t wait to Not only will Peter film his first scenes for
start this new adventure!”
Doctor Who this Autumn, but he will
appear in the forthcoming film The Fifth
Peter Capaldi is an award winning actor, Estate and the Disney film Maleficent.
film maker and lifelong Doctor Who fan. He
has enjoyed an illustrious career to date in Capaldi is currently filming new BBC One
both film and television.
drama series The Musketeers, in which he
plays Cardinal Richelieu which will launch
Before securing the coveted role of the in early 2014.
Jeremy Ogden
Twelfth Doctor, Peter first appeared in Source: bbc.co.uk / doctorwhotv.co.uk

GENESIS AT THE
MOVIES:
THE WORLD’S END
It’s The End OF The World As We Know It (But I Feel Fine)
So, with his stock at an all-time high town of Newton Haven, which the group
following his return to the role of had attempted in their teenage years,
Montgomery Scott in Star Trek Into but had failed to reach the twelfth and
Darkness, Simon Pegg is
final pub, The World’s End.
back with his actor mate
Nick Frost, and his director
Gary convinces Peter (Eddie
pal Edgar Wright, for the
Marsan),
Oliver
"O third and final part of what
Man" (Martin Freeman),
has
collectively become
Steven (Paddy Considine)
known as The Cornetto
and Andrew (Nick Frost) to
Trilogy, the previous two
join him in Newton Haven.
instalments of which were
While his friends have adult
the brilliant Shaun of the
lives and responsibilities,
Dead,
and
the
utterly
Gary has changed little since
awesome Hot Fuzz.
1990,
re maining
untrustworthy and impulsive. In the first
So, could this movie, described by pub, the First Post, the group is not met
Wright as ‘social science fiction’ live u[p with the hero's welcome Gary expects.
to it’s predecessors? Well, the answer Then, a couple of pubs later, Gary gets
is, yes. It takes a while and you have to into a brawl, conveniently hidden from
have a bit of patience with this film the eyes of the locals as it happens in
because quite a long way in it’s very the gents, and the terrible secret of
easy
to
wonder
Newton Haven is
what happened to
exposed.
the science fiction
and the razor sharp
Now, as this film is
comedy which was
still in the cinemas
the signature of the
and
it’s
possible
previous two films,
people haven’t seen
but
generally
it
it yet, I’m not going
does live up to it’s
to spoil it by going
billing.
And then
into a much deeper
there’s the ending,
examination
and
but I’ll come to that Frost and Pegg were both slightly startled description of the
when they saw the list of stuff Martin
later.
plot, but suffice to
say, at this point,
Freeman has been in recently.
So, what’s it all
the story and the
about then? Well basically, Gary King pace pick up a lot, and the curiously,
(Pegg), a hedonistic, sweary alcoholic, previously
absent science fiction
tracks down a group of his estranged elements come piling in at a rapid rate.
buddies from his teenage years and
resolves to re-create an infamous pub The general tone of the film is darker
crawl, the Golden Mile, in their home and some of the humour a bit more

poignant than some of the stuff that
happened in the previous films, given the
circumstances of the characters involved,
but the way in which Gary solves the,
shall we say, central problem of the film,
and the reaction to this method of
persuasion is very funny, very novel, and
in keeping within the film’s setting, cast
and crew, ie, very, very British!
Now, the ending. Again I won’t spoil it
by telling you exactly what happens, but
it is, shall we say different. I can see
what they were trying to do and say, and
it is an admirably different conclusion to
the one which you might perhaps expect,
but it was somewhat jarring. It’s not
bad, just....different, in a “oh, that’s a bit
messed up!” kind of way. I’m going to
try not to describe it as disappointing,
and I’m trying to keep a positive view on
it, but it was, as I said, certainly not
what I was expecting.

Christian Bale has allegedly been offered a
deal to reprise his Batman role.
Warner Bros is said to have approached the
British actor with a $50 million contract, in
the hopes of securing him for the Superman
vs Batman project. Bale himself has publicly
ruled out returning as Bruce Wayne in any
more movies, explaining that three Dark
Knight
films
were
enough.
However, author Vince Russel has claimed in
his new eBook Beyond Batman: The
Unauthorized True Story of Christian Bale
and His Dark Knight Dilemma that Bale is
not out of the running just yet. …………………

So, I think a worthy conclusion to the
trilogy, detracted from a touch by its
slow burning nature in the first part, and
the ending, so despite its high merits, I
still have to say I liked the other two
slightly better. Therefore I’d give it a
three and a half or four out of five.
I hope that, even though we have
reached the end of the Cornetto Trilogy,
and it’s heady mix of romantic comedy
with zombies, creepy village guardians
working for ‘the greater good’ and the
recreating of drunken pub crawls, with
body-snatchers (that’s the only clue I’m
giving to the plot) the acclaimed trilogy
of Pegg, Frost and Wright will return to
entertain us again.
(But Simon Pegg is allowed to go and
star in Star Trek 3 first, obviously).
Jeremy Ogden

Christian Bale has been offered $50 million
to return as Batman. And some cakes.
(OK. I lied about the cakes, I just liked the
picture).

Russel
writes
that
Bale
is
under
"extraordinary pressure" to reprise his
superhero role in the upcoming sequel to
Man of Steel.
.
Orlando Bloom has emerged as a potential
"hot favourite" to take over the Batman role
from Bale. Ryan Gosling and Josh Brolin are
also among a list of actors who are
reportedly being sought to star opposite
Henry Cavil.
…
Batman vs Superman is scheduled for
release in 2015, with a possible shoot to
begin in early 2014.
Source: www.digitalspy.co.uk

Which incarnation fought in the Time War? What Was The Cartmel
Master-Plan? Who are Big Finish Productions? ’ Some, more or
fewer of these questions may be answered in......

How Did The Doctor ‘Collect’ Master’s Remains From Skaro?
I the voiceover at the start of the 1996
TV Movie, the words of which are shown
opposite, the Doctor tells how the Master
was put on trial by the Daleks and that
the evil Time Lord then demanded that
the Doctor would take the Master’s postextermination remains back to their
home planet, Gallifrey, and that ‘it was a
request they should never have granted’.

when he causally referred to visiting
Skaro to collect The Masters remains and
return them to Gallifrey. The whole thing
with the Daleks, The Master, the ‘trial’,
the extermination, The Master’s mutation
into...whatever the hell that was, was all
a ruse to entrap The Doctor (and possibly
from The Master’s point of view, maybe
The Daleks as well).

So you believe that not only would the
Daleks, the race of nasty, evil little
mutated blobs in a Mark III War Bastard
travel machine, would go to the trouble
of putting The Master on trial, in some
sort of futile gesture of justice and
presumably the Master being allowed to
‘defend’ himself, but that they would
allow The Doctor, their oldest, deadliest
and most hated nemesis, the Time Lord
who in their ancient legend they refer to
as ‘The Oncoming Storm’, to waltz in in
his TARDIS, and willingly hand over the
remains of not only a prisoner of theirs,
but one of the
most evil, devious
individuals they had ever encountered?

To understand, or at least guess at the
exact events that the Doctor’s voiceover
was describing at the start of the TV
Movie, we should look at the three
factions involved (and by factions I mean
The Daleks, The Master and The Doctor/
The Time Lords – bear with me, I’ll
explain later) and what interests they
were working for.

Do you believe that?
Do you??
Really???
All I can say is....
HAHAHAHAHAHAHAHAHAHAHAHAHAHAH
AHAHAHAHAHAHAHAHAHAHAHAHA!!!!!!!
Er no. I don’t believe this, I have never
believed this. I always thought that the
Doctor was speaking slightly figuratively

The Daleks want to conquer the Universe
and to kill the Doctor. End of. And as
they, on some occasions have entered
into what they would consider to be very
unsavoury alliances (including a one
occasion, with The Master) to achieve
their goals, albeit usually without much
success whenever the Doctor became
involved. Or perhaps if they weren’t in
direct league with The Master, perhaps
the demands made at his ‘trial’ and
whatever means the Master used
(presumably some sort of pshychic Time
Lord summons) to convey the demands
were all their own fabrication. Perhaps
both the Master and the Daleks entered
into some sort of alliance to dupe the
Doctor into coming to Skaro and taking
something back to Gallifrey, only with the
intention of double-crossing each other
when the plan had been set into motion.

The Master, depending on what
continuity you believe is either still in his
post-mutated / Tremas (Ainley) form, or
in his post Tremas, semi-mutated form
as heard in a couple of Big Finish audio
stories, when he was portrayed again by
Geoffrey Beavers. If you believe the
early version of the TV movie he is in a
different form ‘portrayed ‘ (as his face is
obscured) by Gordon Tipple.
Either
way, he is fighting for survival, at the
e n d
o f
h i s
regenerations, trying to
stay alive by any means
necessary, just as he
pretty much has done
ever since The Deadly
Assassin.
The Doctor, who says
even
in
death
he
couldn’t
trust
the
Master, was in his
Seventh
incarnation,
and had been for a very
long
time,
because
even he, a TimeLord,
was
looking
visibly
older
than
in
his
p re vio u s
te le vis ed
adventure,
and
in
between times, if you
believe
other
continuities in other
media, he had been, to
say the least, quite
busy.
The Seventh
D o c t o r
w a s
ma n ipu lat ive
and
devious character when the situation
called for it, and I hardly think that he
would have taken a summons to the
home planet of his mortal enemies to
collect the remains of another of his
mortal enemies entirely at face value.
However, in the Eighth Doctor’s postpost regenerative amnesia moment of
revelation when he was frantically (and
from Grace’s point of view)
incomprehensibly explaining to Grace
what the hell was going on and why he
was desperately trying to avoid looking

at her with his eyes open, he talks about
collecting the Master’s remains from
Skaro “where his final incarnation had
been exterminated by the Daleks, or so
we thought...” That’s we. Not just him,
someone else.
He had help.
The
obvious and most sensible conclusion is
that the someone else was the Time
Lords, who, as they tended to do from
time to time, sent the Doctor on a
mission to Skaro, perhaps equipped with
some sort of gadget to
allow him to not be
detected, because they
either knew that the
Daleks would not let
the Doctor swan around
their
home
planet
collecting the remains
of
an
exterminated
prisoner, whether the
exterminated prisoner
had demanded it or
not.
Perhaps
the
Doctor, knowing that
the Master would have
planned some method
of
escape
and
prolonging
his
life,
approached the Time
Lords because he knew
he would not be able to
retrieve
the
Master
without their help.
And with this in mind,
and bearing in mind
subsequent events (ie,
the
time
Lords
resurrecting the Master because they
thought he would make a ‘perfect
warrior for the Time war’, perhaps the
Time Lords also had a greater purpose
in mind because they could foresee a
time when a full scale conflict with the
Daleks became inevitable – once again,
retro-fitted continuity is great, isn’t it?.
As it was they were later able to
resurrect him anyway, whether they had
to do it after he’d been exterminated by
the Daleks or pulled into the heart of the
TARDIS made no difference in the long

run.
But
amidst
his
devious,
manipulative nature, would the Doctor
approve of this if he knew? Would he
willingly go along with a plan to retrieve
the Master if he
knew the Time
Lord’s
real
intentions?
I
doubt it.
But at the same
time,
the
time
Lords (and
the
Doctor) must also
had had suspicions
about what The
Master was up to
w h e n
h e
demanded to be
returned to his
home planet by the Doctor – he said in
the voiceover at the start “he made his
last, and I thought somewhat curious
request”. Either he had a surprise in
mind for The Doctor which he would
spring while en route, which is more or
le ss
what
happened, or he
would be able to
make some sort
of move on the
time
Lords
themselves when
he was back on
Gallifrey.

which has just sprung to mind, is that if
you believe the continuity of the Big
Finish audio dramas, the President of the
time Lords at this point was none other
than the Doctor’s
old
friend
Romana. Would
she come up with
or go along with
such a plan to
ret rie ve
the
Master or send
the Doctor into
danger to do so?
If it wasn’t her,
pe rhaps
the
brains behind the
Time Lord’s plans
was the shadowy,
mysterious Celestial intervention Agency
-the CIA?

But with all these suspicions and countersuspicions about the motives of each
‘faction’, with the possibility that the
Master and the
Da le ks
we re
s ome how
in
league, that the
Time Lords were
desperate
to
retrieve their evil
prodigal son and
put him to use
for some higher
There is also one “Bet you wish you’d listened to Sean Bean now....” purpose,
that
other thorny little
the Doctor knew
issue here – the
that the Master
Daleks putting someone on trial. Even a would have some sort of escape plan and
show-trial will for the sake of appearance that the best place for whatever was left
include some measure of implication that of him was back on Gallifrey, all we can
there is at least some element of doubt be sure of is that the truth was a complex
about the guilt of accused or at least the and clouded and that it will probably
illusion that he or she is getting a chance remain shrouded in mystery in an
to defend themselves or be defended. intriguing and largely hidden , period of
But the Daleks, putting someone on trial? the Doctor’s life which we can only really
Usually a Dalek’s idea of justice is to speculate about.
scream “EXTERMINATE!” and shoot them
in less time than it takes to say “I plead Jeremy Ogden
not guilty m’lud”. Suspicions must, you’d
think, be aroused by this concept.
One additional complication to all of this

An Occasional Journey Into The
Sublime, The Ridiculous and
Stuff I’ve Learned
The Sublime:
Rare and splendid things are themselves, rare and
splendid things. New Doctor Days definitely count as very
rare and very splendid. (That’s three ‘splendids’ in two
sentences, I don’t think that would make me sound
egotistical but I can’t be certain). And when the outcome
of New Doctor Day is what, at this stage seems like an
almost universally acclaimed (also rare and splendid)
piece of casting, that’s a happy outcome all round. Thank
you, Grand Moff, for what I think will prove to be a
brilliant decision, so brilliant that I’ve completely forgiven
you for not giving the job to Rory Kinnear or Marcus
Brigestoke, and good luck to Peter Capaldi for his tenure
in the TARDIS, starting in 2014.

The Ridiculous:
There was of course, a lot of utter garbage spouted in
the last few weeks regarding the identity of the new
Doctor, whoever he (or she) turned out to be. The
snippet here is one of the most outrageously silly of
these rumours (well spotted Susan), but if he had got the
job, Time wouldn’t simply have been Wibbly wobbly. The
Doctor would have been able to ‘Bend It Like Beckham’.
In addition, the Grand Moff would also have been
looking, in all likelihood for alternative gainful
employment. And I suspect, a padded cell.
A couple of other things have occurred to me recently.
Firstly Craig Charles said in an interview something along
the lines of being cast as the Doctor would be interesting
but there would be a conflict with the production of Red

Dwarf XI next year. Of course, the Doctor Who casting locusts latched on to the
comments about Doctor Who like a flock of tiberian bats, just because the item
contained the words ‘Doctor’ and ‘next’, but the comment about Red Dwarf XI, the
first seemingly firm comment about another series of Red Dwarf got utterly lost in
the ether.
Also I noticed utterly absurdly literally some people take any little scrap of news or
Doctor Who related rumour, when they really should know better. Recently, the
same esteemed publication who gave us the rumour about David Beckham and
others reported a whisper from that pesky ‘insider’ that there would indeed be a
‘classic era’ Doctor featured in the Anniversary Special in November. The item was
footnoted with an off-the-cuff, completely meaningless remark about a ‘classic era’
Doctor Who lead actor returning to ‘wield the sonic screwdriver once again’.
A science fiction related website reported this on a
news page and proceeded to completely over
analysed the Radio Times article. The returning
actor, they reasoned, must be either Tom Baker,
Peter Davison or Paul McGann, because (please
read the next sentence this voice with an anoraktrain-spotter type voice in your head) the sonic
screwdriver was destroyed in a Doctor Who episode
in 1982, therefore they could be the only three
actors who it could possibly be. Excuse me? Do
you really think that a website like the Radio Times
website, aimed at the general TV viewership, would
really make that distinction? Noooo. I think not. In addition, they themselves got
the facts wrong because Sylvester McCoy, as the Seventh Doctor, actually got to use
the sonic in the opening scene of the TV Movie, and the device was only returned to
the Eighth Doctor right at the end of the story. Doh!

Something I’ve Learned:
In fact, this month, two things.
First, as of a short while ago (at the
time of writing) there are 96 days to go
to ArmadaCon. This is something which
obviously proves that there is some sort
of weird time distortion thing going on
at the moment because I can’t believe
it is now less than 100 days until we’ll
be off to Plymouth again.
Second, and even more bizarrely, the
concept of a singing leprechaun called
Sheldon is quite startling and vaguely
disturbing.
(Bazinga).
Jeremy Ogden

Star Wars Episode VI:
Return of the Jedi
Or This Ain’t No Teddy Bears’ Picnic.
I have never understood Ewok hate –
until now. That is fully ten minutes of
my life I will never get back, watching
Warwick Davies and his dwarf friends
preparing to roast Harrison Ford and
Mark Hamill while Carrie Fisher prances
about like an overgrown Goldilocks. That
is ten full minutes which could have
made the first half hour’s terribly
improbable escape from Jabba the Hutt
a bit more epic and not a huge anticlimax.
I’m sorry if that comes across as if I
didn’t enjoy the film. It is a fitting
conclusion to the saga – for
now – and the battle at the
end on Endor is one of the
highlights of choreography.
Palpatine
and
Vader’s
temptation and demise at
the hands of the wilful
Master Skywalker is also a
good piece of writing,
showing off the nuances of
the science fantasy genre.
Because of the time at
w h ic h
the
enhanced
versions were made, we
can see a proper Force
ghost for Anakin. And to
cap it all off, I think I prefer
the less cuddly Yoda of the original films
to the rather bland one in the prequel
trilogy. I hadn’t been prepared for him
to actually die – like with the previous
two films in this series, I have seen
them before but didn’t remember the
crucial details.

is forced into revealing clothes,
doubtless all in the best of taste (and for
good reason) but certainly a bit ill-fitting
for her character. I recently had a short
argument on a forum with someone who
said Amidala displayed battered-wife
syndrome (what, because she stuck by
Anakin when he went rogue because she
didn’t know he’d been turned by
Palpatine?) in the third prequel, so
obviously there are some serious
analysis waiting to be done on the
portrayal of women in Star Wars. Even
though Slave Leia is supposed to be
uncomfortable with her role in Hutt’s
entourage (given we see
his last exotic dancer fed to
the
Rancor
for
entertainment), it’s still a
way of sneaking a bit of
misogyny past the radar.
When she uses her chains
to throttle Hutt, however,
she returns to being the
badass trooper she has
been throughout the series,
and we can overlook the bit
of eye-candy she provides
in the meantime. She
continues
to
play
a
significant role, and one
can’t help feel that the
romance between her and Han is
something added in just because every
film like this has to have a bit of
romance. At no time do you feel it
detracts from her role as a kick-ass
tomboy, however, to the extent that her
willowy dress in the Ewok village looks
decidedly out of character.

The action begins on Tatooine with a
very enjoyable rock gig chez a certain The main action is Luke’s quest to save
Mr J Hutt. Leia is captured early on, and the Rebel Alliance but keep his soul

intact. You start to wonder whether
Palpatine can foretell his own demise,
particularly when the clock starts running
down on the film, and you know he only has
20 minutes to break out the blue lightning.
Luke’s faith in Vader is heartening, and as
we all know, rewarded after a fashion. It’s
certainly a cautionary tale that violence and
aggression isn’t always the way to solve
your problems, even when you’re in a
fantasy movie and have a kickass sword
which can sever limbs at a stroke. Palpatine
is guaranteed to give anyone sleepless
nights; personally, I think Vader should
have defenestrated him years ago, but as
Jeremy points out, you just don’t do that to
Palps. He’s psychic enough that I guess
Vader would have found himself on a
shortcut to the Death Star laundry chute
before it could happen.
Shame he didn’t take the Ewoks into
account, eh. I can’t help thinking he should
have nuked them from orbit. Then again,
that would have left Han and Leia with
bugger all chance of succeeding in dropping
the protective shields, so Lucas did do well
to create a coherent story for them,
although it did remind me a lot of Avatar.
Dances with Ewoks, anyone?
This gets three and a half plutos. The flaws
in the film – the silly Ewok bits which I don’t
think were entirely necessary to the plot
and the corresponding lack of significance to
the Jabba the Hutt sequences did actually
spoil the film. (And I’m a fan of the 80s
Ewok cartoon series – along with Dogtanian,
Dungeons & Dragons and Mysterious Cities
of Gold, it was a highlight of my childhood
TV viewing – so would always give them the
benefit of the doubt.) I feel bad for saying
I’m not sure how you would expand the JtH
sequence, but it didn’t feel like a part of the
series which was strictly necessary, and
ended up as padding to extend the film to
two hours. But it’s a great end to the series,
and now I’m eagerly awaiting the next
instalments.
Louise Stanley

MICHAEL FOALE RETIRES
FROM NASA
Michael Foale, the most experienced Britishborn astronaut in the history of human
spaceflight, with a total of 375 days in orbit,
has retired from NASA, to work on
developing an electric aircraft.
Holding dual US-UK citizenship, Dr Foale
flew on numerous shuttle and Soyuz
missions. He serviced the Hubble telescope,
and had tours on both the Mir platform and
the International Space Station, and
commanded the ISS in 2003
Michael Foale wwas born in Lincolnshire and
went to school in Canterbury, receiving his
astrophysics PhD from Cambridge. He left
the UK shortly afterwards to pursue his
dream of going into orbit by joining NASA,
which required he become a US citizen.
The NASA administrator, and former fellow
astronaut, Charlie Bolden, paid tribute to Dr
Foale.
"We salute Mike and his contributions to
NASA as an accomplished member of the
astronaut corps," General Bolden said in a
statement. “Mike has worked tirelessly to
support NASA's quest to explore the
unknown. I know Mike will go on to do more
great things as he continues to support the
aerospace industry in his new endeavour."
One of the most dramatic events in Dr
Foale's career occurred on Mir in 1997 when
the Russian space station was rammed by a
visiting cargo ship. He later recalled to the
BBC: "It weighed about seven tonnes so the
impact was very noticeable. We heard a big
thud and I remember having a severe
adrenalin rush and thinking about how
much longer do we have.
"I felt the fall of the air pressure in my ears
and realised it was fairly severe but not so
severe that we wouldn't have time to
evacuate. It all started to fit together and a
plan even started to form in all our minds
that we would be ok - or we could be ok."
Dr Foale made a total of six trips into space
and at one point held the record for the
most cumulative time in orbit for a US
astronaut.
Source: www.bbc.co.uk

RASA

by Louise Stanley

